The Moon-Eyed People, the Chiscas, and the Welsh: An 
Examination of Historical and Folkloric Connections 


Abstract 


This paper explores the hypothesis that the Moon-Eyed People, described in 
Cherokee legend, were in fact the Chiscas, an indigenous group 
encountered by Spanish explorers in the 16th century. Further, it posits 
that these Chiscas may have been descendants of Welsh explorers, 
specifically those led by Prince Madoc. By examining historical documents, 
archaeological findings, and indigenous oral traditions, this paper aims to 
provide a comprehensive analysis supporting this theory. 


Introduction 


The legend of the Moon-Eyed People has been a subject of intrigue in 
Cherokee folklore. Described as fair-skinned, blue-eyed, and sensitive to 
light, these people were said to inhabit the Appalachian region before being 
driven out by the Cherokee. Similar descriptions are found in the historical 
accounts of the Chiscas, an indigenous group encountered by Spanish 
explorers, which raises the question: Could the Moon-Eyed People and the 
Chiscas be the same group? Furthermore, could they be descendants of 
Welsh explorers led by Prince Madoc? 


Historical Context 


1. Prince Madoc and the Welsh Legend According to Welsh legend, 
Prince Madoc sailed to America in 1170, long before Columbus. He 
and his followers are said to have established a settlement, which 
later explorers and indigenous people noted in their oral histories. 
These Welsh settlers purportedly moved inland and intermingled with 
local tribes, leaving behind a legacy that would be remembered in the 
physical traits of certain indigenous groups and the structures they 
built. 

2. Juan Pardo's Expeditions Spanish expeditions led by Juan Pardo 
from 1566 to 1568 documented encounters with various indigenous 
groups in the Carolinas and Tennessee. Among these were the 
Chiscas, described as fair-skinned and blue-eyed, inhabiting fortified 
villages in the Appalachian region. Pardo’s men, including Sergeant 
Hernando Moyano de Morales, conducted military campaigns against 
the Chiscas, resulting in the destruction and abandonment of their 
settlements. 


Archaeological and Folkloric Evidence 


1. Cherokee Legends The Cherokee legends describe the Moon-Eyed 
People as nocturnal, fair-skinned individuals who lived in 
underground homes or caves to avoid sunlight. They were eventually 
driven out by the Cherokee, who took advantage of their sensitivity to 
light. The physical description of these people aligns with the 
historical accounts of the Chiscas. 

2. Fortifications and Settlements Archaeological sites, such as Fort 
Mountain in Georgia, contain ancient stone structures that resemble 
European-style fortifications. These structures could have been built 
or used by the Chiscas, who were known to have fortified settlements. 
After conflicts with the Spanish, these fortifications were abandoned 
and later integrated into Cherokee oral history. 

3. Supporting Historical Documents Various historical documents 
and interviews, such as those of Theresa Martin and Luisa Meléndez, 
provide descriptions of the Chiscas that match the Cherokee legends. 
These sources describe the Chiscas as living in well-fortified villages 
and having European-like physical traits. 


Integration of Evidence 


1. Physical Traits and Cultural Practices The fair skin, blue eyes, and 
red or golden hair described in both Cherokee legends and Spanish 
accounts suggest a European influence, potentially from the Welsh 
explorers led by Prince Madoc. The Chiscas’ use of fortifications and 
their eventual abandonment of these structures align with the 
timeline of Spanish incursions into the region. 

2. Oral Traditions and Historical Accounts The integration of oral 
traditions from the Cherokee and historical accounts from Spanish 
explorers provides a cohesive narrative that supports the theory. The 
descriptions of physical traits, settlement patterns, and fortifications 
create a link between the Moon-Eyed People and the Chiscas. 


Conclusion 


The convergence of Cherokee legends, historical documents, and 
archaeological findings supports the hypothesis that the Moon-Eyed People 
were indeed the Chiscas, and that they may have been descendants of 
Welsh explorers. This theory not only bridges folklore with documented 
history but also enriches our understanding of the complex interactions 
between indigenous groups and European explorers in pre-Columbian 
America. 


By examining the evidence through multiple lenses, this paper provides a 
compelling argument for the historical and cultural connections between 
the Moon-Eyed People, the Chiscas, and the Welsh. Further research and 


archaeological investigation could continue to uncover more details, 
providing even stronger support for this intriguing hypothesis. 


